
“PHOTOGRAPHY IS NOT WHAT YOU’VE  

DONE, IT’S WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO DO,  

WHAT YOU’RE GOING TO FIND,  

WHAT YOU’RE GOING TO EXPERIENCE.  

AND THAT’S PART OF THE CURIOSITY”

— ANDY ANDERSON

1 2  D A Y S  O F  I N S T A G R A M  P O S T S



D AY  1

ON  THE  QUID 
PRO  QUO.  Yeti and Orvis 

Present: Andy. Ultimately, to be invited to talk about the 

journey of staying committed to my relationship with the 

outdoors and its influence on the imagery that I make 

for myself and clients, laid the foundation for these 12 

instagram posts—a place to compile and share some 

examples of what keeps me inspired and...some advice.

https://vimeo.com/238471941


D AY  2

ON  THE  TIE S 
THAT  BIND.  For me, my 

paternal grandparents were part of a Swedish migration, 

settling in Oyster Bay, on the north shore of Long Island 

in New York. My grandfather Herbert Gustav Anderson 

was a steward/Butler on yachts and mansions owned by 

the Vanderbilt and Mellon families, creating a historical 

precedent for my love of the water. I believe this is also 

why I am drawn to the things that formed America and 

made it great, and to the rugged iconoclastic individuals 

who are the heart and soul of this country.

“ The photo [right] appeared in Town & Country magazine in the 90’s 
and taken at the Vanderbilt’s place in Lantana, Florida. My grandfather 
is standing in the back with the tray.”



D AY  3

ON  S TAYING 
CURIOUS  TO 
S TAY  RELE VANT. 

Curiosity is the engine to your creativity...The reason 

some people are stagnant is because they are not 

curious anymore. They cease being inspired by life 

itself. You need to read, travel, and get away from 

photography...I love photography immensely...BUT I also 

love a lot of other things.



D AY  4

ON  SAYING  YE S . 

Photography found me, I never chose it but when I 

was in the Air Force as a firefighter, my wife gifted me 

a Pentax and I got hooked...I started submitting my 

pictures to magazines and started getting published.

Terry McDonell, was the editor at Men’s Journal and 

when he heard I was to be sent to Kuwait,...he said “I 

want you to shoot a story while you’re gone...” So, I 

went and shot it and came back to the states...He was in 

Jackson Hole...I drove there, met him and he said “I love 

the pictures...I want to put you on contract with Men’s 

Journal.”

Other than saying yes to marrying the love of my life and 

having my kids, this yes also changed my life forever. I 

remained there for 3-years and credit Terry and his vision 

with helping me to get where I am today.



D AY  5

ON  TAKING 
PERSONAL 
RE SP ONSIBILIT Y 
FOR  YOUR 
C AREER . I have been working with 

Heather Elder Represents for 20-years now. And I am 

pretty certain that not one day goes by where I don’t 

give thanks for their help in my living a life that I could 

have never imagined without them. When you have  

an agent, never take that for granted and always,  

always remember that you have to do what it takes 

to do the heavy lifting. For me that has always meant 

keeping in touch with people, shooting new work, 

evolving my skills.



D AY  6

RISE  AND  SHINE .  
ON  RECHARG ING .
My Birddogs Get me out The Door. To paraphrase 

author and environmental advocate Edward Abbey... 

“Do not burn yourself out. Save the other half of 

yourselves and your lives for pleasure and adventure. 

It is not enough to fight for the land; it is even more 

important to enjoy it. While you can. While it is still there. 

So get out there and hunt and fish and mess around with 

your friends, ramble out yonder and explore the forests, 

encounter the grizz, climb the mountains, bag the peaks. 

Run the rivers, breathe deep of that yet sweet and lucid 

air, sit quietly for a while and contemplate the precious 

stillness, that lovely, mysterious and awesome space. I 

promise you this: You will outlive the bastards.”



D AY  7

ON  G IVING 
BACK .  I get up every day and think how 

can I work on taking better pictures, how can I be of 

service. It can’t be all taking, you’ve got to give back.  

Back in October, my amazing rep Heather Elder came 

up with an idea based on her belief that we are much 

stronger together and challenged the photo community 

to be part of a movement called #GivingPhotography 

— the idea was to offer prints in exchange for hurricane 

relief donations for efforts in Puerto Rico, Texas, Florida 

and the Caribbean. I chose this image — one of my 

favorites from my time spent in Pamplona during the 

San Fermin Festival.



D AY  8

ON  THE  SIDE 
HUS TLE .  I believe it is imperative for 

all creatives, not just photographers, to create work that 

is outside the confines of the projects they are hired to 

do. One of those such projects for me happened when 

Jim Muschett of Rizzzoli Books came a calling with 

the idea of publishing an anthology of my saltwater, fly 

fishing photography. Taking nearly 2-year’s and then 

complemented with essays by lifelong fly fisherman and 

author Tom Rosenbauer and a foreword by bird hunter, 

bird dog owner and author, Guy de La Valdene, this 

book is an ode to everything I hold dear about this sport.



D AY  9

YOUR  CLIENT S 
ARE  NOT 
BR ANDS ,  THE Y 
ARE  PEOPLE .  File this 

under “old school” etiquette but I still believe that if you 

put in the time to build upon relationships, and if the 

bonds are strong, you will have a long, successful and 

creative life. I met Jimmy Bonner 20 plus years ago and 

I consider myself one of the luckiest guys around that 

regardless where his career and talents have taken him, 

that I continue to work with this wonderful guy.



D AY  1 0

ON  THE 
P OWER  OF 
PHOTOG R APHY 
TO  CONNEC T 
US .  In the summer of 2013, my town here 

in Idaho experienced a wildland fire that scorched 

over 250,000 acres...And owing to some Farm Bill 

shenanigans, The Forest Service would be unable to 

spend the time or money for immediate reseeding. The 

timing was critical...I found myself at Mountain Home 

High School...proposing to have the children of the high 

school produce a book of images of the devastation...

The idea was met with amazing enthusiasm and so we 

moved forward to help...It is probably one of the most 

personal projects I have ever engaged in.



D AY  1 1

ON  PEER 
VALIDATION— 
IT  IS  NICE  AND 
NECE SSARY. Andy as Vimeo, 

Staff Pick. Sam Merrill of Vimeo on their Staff Picks once 

said, “It is that we’re looking for one of two things if not 

both: for a video to tell us a story that we’ve never heard 

before or to tell us a story that maybe we’ve heard but in a 

way that we’ve never heard it told before. Another way of 

describing it is you have these two axes, one is storytelling 

or a theme and then the other is craft and style. Every 

Staff Pick either exceeds at one or the other. It either has 

incredible craft and style or it’s telling a really interesting 

story or telling us about something that we hadn’t thought 

about before. Ideally it’s a marriage of those two so the 

best Staff Picks are both really incredibly crafted and are 

telling us incredible stories.” Click here to view video

https://vimeo.com/238471941


D AY  1 2

FA MILY  IS 
E VERY THING . 
Thanks again to everyone for following along with this 

12-days idea and all the kind words. I for sure don’t know 

everything.....in fact very little. The human condition is a 

journey and I’m just glad that I’m traveling with you all. 

Truly! While I know I can’t begin to thank each and every 

person who has ensured my coming to work never 

really feels like work at all, I hope you all know who you 

are and that you have my forever gratitude for all our 

experiences together. 



www.andyandersonphoto.com

Represented by

Heather Elder Represents

www.heatherelder.com

We as photographers we live a life 

unimaginable by most people and I believe 

along with that comes a responsibility to use 

this powerful tool to help others.

http://andyandersonphoto.com
https://www.heatherelder.com

